Easter Sunday
We have been looking at the events that have happened in the last week of Jesus life before He was
crucified and what He knew about that was going to happen to Him. He told His disciples a lot of
things that would take place but they didn’t understand. At the end of Thursday’s lesson we left Jesus
in the grave of Joseph, a rich man from a town called Arimathea.
Here’s a quick recap on what has happened so far….
Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is
written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.
Have they got to Jerusalem?! !
!
!
!
!
!
‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’
Did He ride in on a donkey?!

!

!

!

!

He will be turned over to the Gentiles.
Was He betrayed and given over to the Romans?!

!

!

!

!

“I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me--one who is eating with me.”
Was it a disciple who betrayed Him?!!
!
!
!
!
Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty silver coins, the
price set on him by the people of Israel, and they used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord
commanded me.”
Was He betrayed for 30 silver coins?!!
!
!
!
!
They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him and kill him.
Did they mock, spit on Him and Kill Him?! !
!
!
!
“Even if all fall away, I will not.”
“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “today--yes, tonight--before the cock crows twice you
yourself will disown me three times.”
Did the disciples run away? ! !
!
!
!
!
!
Did Peter deny Him 3 times before the cockerel crowed? ! !
He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no
violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.
Was He buried in a rich man’s grave?!
!
!
!
!
On the third day he will rise again.”
Did He rise again on the third day?! !

!

!

!

Before we get into the detail of the story let’s warm up with a song or 2:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aq1ZIC4lsEw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcK6g8fPiZ4

Everything Jesus had told His disciples had been true - it had all happened exactly as He had said!
What were they doing now? Were they expecting the next part of what He told them to be true too?
No! They were hiding away.
The Pharisees did not forget what Jesus said.
They went to Pilate and told him that they were afraid the disciples would steal the body of Jesus and
pretend that He was alive and try to fool everyone. Pilate told them to guard the grave with soldiers.
They put a 24 hour armed guard on it - no one could steal the body!
Because it was the Passover weekend no one was allowed to do any work so the women who
followed Jesus were not able to do the burial ceremony on Jesus’ body, they really wanted Him to be
buried properly so as soon as it was light (they didn’t have street lights then) on the first day after the
passover, they were up and ready to go. They took all the things they needed to the grave where
Jesus was. There was a problem that they needed to sort out - how would they move the huge stone
that was blocking the entrance? It would be too heavy for them, they would need to look for help.
There was no need for them to have been worried - the stone was gone, and so was the body of
Jesus!
Let’s check out the story with a video clip:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xe50_LaJgWE
So we are back to the question: Did He rise again on the third day, as He said?! !

!

Of course He did - God was in full control of everything! but what about the guards? They ran away
scared when they saw the angels move the stone. Did they tell the Pharisees what had happened?
Of course they did, but they were told to keep it a secret and not to tell anyone what they had seen.
How sad was that? The greatest event the world has seen and they were not allowed to tell anyone!
Remember the song earlier - “Happy Day” - because Jesus died He has paid the price for our sin.
He was punished for everything we have done wrong. Because He is alive again He shows us that
God accepts the sacrifice He made for us. All we have to do is believe in Him! No punishment for us if
we do believe! That’s why it’s a Happy Day and the Greatest day in History - Jesus is Alive!!!
As we celebrate Easter today let’s not just think of eggs and chocolate but let’s remember the empty
grave because Jesus is Risen!

This week’s Code

See if you can make a tomb similar to the one above with this template…

